CEP European S y €hampionshig Nice 2009

John, Robbie & | travelled out on the ™70 take advantage of the kind invitation of the
DEPARTEMENT UNION Ct e to participate in their EUROPETANQUE competition run on the
18/19/20™. Over 500 teams were entered and pistes were laid out on a main Plaza and along the
promenade. Most pistes were of a simple design; a layer of assorted chips and quarry dust on top of
the concrete or tarmac surface. Usually this varied betweerl(®BBmdepth. Thecompetition was

run as a straight knockout so the draw was important. It was therefore unfortunate that we were
RN gy |3FAyaild ¢KECaNdMNBordochiaypREtisera beda®é evident that we
would need to play boule of a higtallre to avoid a rapid fanny. We managed to tiwraut the
anchor in time to holt their progress by killing the coche several times and playing hard boule long
enoughto get a little crowd support. Eventually we got our reward and score a cofpp@ints

before defeat and our exit occurred.

The final stage of the competition were held othe show pisteqnear the main plazaFour pistes
were laid out with stands on 3 sides aalfiset up for TV coverage. The arena appeared to be-semi
permanent (at least for th summej andindicated the high profile and popular appeal of petanque
in FranceWith Nice hosting a round of the Maste(isiter city comp for the big names of petanque)
on Monday night we weré&reated to a feast of top clagpetanque.

Thursdaysaw the arival of Paul & Brian. The pistes along the promenade had been removed but the
ones on theEspace Massena where as before. The surface of the show pistes had been redone. A
layer of approximately bcm of soft tar had been laid on top of tigeound Thisis turn was dressed

with mixed gravel and quarry dusthe draw was made at the CEP congress meeting attended by
Brian & Lynn. Robbie was entered in the shooting with a likely appearance around 10AM on Friday.
In the main competition we were drawn wiRusia, Francd, Israel and England.

To add to the tension the shooting heats were held in on the show pistes. Robbie shot well but was
not as fluent as we know he can be and he never threatened a top twelve place. Tension got to
everyone in the shooting aneven the great marPhilippeQuintai€ Y I y I 3 RRin thetinalf & ¢
The winner waClaude Wdiel of BelgiumHis highest score was 5B.Scotland are to progress at
shooting competitios we will need to identify the candidate earlier and try to arraren accurate
practice routine. For most of us it is a once a year novelty. For Mr Weibel etc it is a separate (if
related) discipline

In the main competition we had a bye in the first round. This was a distinct disadvantage. Because
we were in a league ith France 1 this meanbur matches would be on the show courts and
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match was against England. Neither team really settled but England played a sligjttér hi
percentage and worked their way to al9ed. Our boys manage to raise their game Baoglandan
out 13-4 winners

Next up was France It.was great to se@splay proper petanque. Our averages were much better
GAUK GSNEBE TS¢ aaverdii & &shoots Budzeed. France Hag/'ta make their shots

to keep the scoreboard turning over. Scotland were robbed on several occasions before hard work
and excellent play got its just reward. ResultLB. Credit must go to France for playing theirogh

and therefore treating us with respecthey were gentlemen on and off the piste.



Next up was Russia, actually a Belarus/Russia combine. We were familiar with the players and should
have been able to give then a very good match. Unfortunately neittamthit the heights but
Russia weréar more consistenénd ran out easy 13 winners.

Next morning we played Israel. A nighsleep appeared to focus the bayénds and we bossed the

first have of the game with excellent pointing & shooting. Paul asaal off 3 players on point! The

wily Israel coach came on as substitute and changed the game. He went on point and the middle
player shot. Somehow the balance swung and Isres 13-7.
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With Switzerland and Monaco in the graupird place was the realistic target. This meant we would

need to play well against Austria and Croatia. To compound the bye in round 1 we would be out of

the arena and playing on the pést the other teams playefr their main competition.

Our frst match was againgtustria. Johrshot well to support the strong pointing performance from
Paul andRobbie. We had the best of the first 5 extd build a small lead. Slowly but surely Austria
came back in to the match. Their pointer had a purple patch which combined with a rub of the green
let Austriaboss the later stages. Austria won-83

Against Croatia we had a good game. All three did their jobs and kept Croatia on the back foot for
most of the game. The score was relatively evéor the first 8 ends but the Scottish
pressure/consistency told arttie boys pulled away to run out creditable-83vinners.
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resembled the French match. The boys played excellent boule and made the Swiss work very hard.
Class (or heat) told and the Swiss eventually got on top and wahn 13
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exchanged and pointing of the highest order demonstrated by Paul and Robdimco won 133.
Our fate was in the hands of Austria & Croatia. Croatia beat Austria to leave us all on 1 win.

On points difference Scotland were the best of thetré¥e avoied fannies against Monaco &
Switzerland. Unfortunately the third place was decided on only the games involving the tied teams.

With this system & had a points difference of zero, Croatia X ®PF YR ! dza i NAI bBmd h
was over. Scotlandid not qualify for the World Championship. It goes without saying that the

whole party was gutted.

Although we only won one gam8cotland showed enough skill and tactical knowledge to make the
World Championships. What we lacked was consistency aniedditk. The luck could have been in
the draw or on the piste. Mentally we need to transfer the play against the big teams to the games
against our peersOr in other words to swap heroic failure for higher consistentye more
experience we get at thievel then the better our performances will become. After a week in
France, playing petanqueeveral timedaily, there was a madd rise in the skills demonstrated in
practice matchesWe alsoneed to get used to the format and atmosphere. Even wihench
speakers in the party there were times we struggled to know the format and schedule.

Brian did some excellent networking and we had the offer of assistance with development from
Switzerland. The SPA and its members have interesting decisions ® im#ike next few years.



Associations with similamembershipnumbers tothe SPAhave a more advanced structure and
therefore a more professional attitude to play and funding.
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Championship. If this is arranged it will give the SPA the opportunity to benchmark its playing
standards and organisational skills against more comparable nations. Hopefully this will also give
Scottish players the chance to experienganing on a bigger stage.

Report by Lynn Jenkins.
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